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Inside this issue:  

What a lovely day our Candy Cane Fair 
was this year. The sun was shining and 

people kept rolling in. Diane Mc Kellar 
was out on the street herding them into 

Santaôs Clearance Centre in the Duncan 
hall and then downstairs to the Food and 

Crafts. The pies were sold out really 
early in the day and the Baked goods, 

Edible gifts and Bagged surprises  

 followed soon after. The sit -down lunch 
was delicious again as usual as friends 

and strangers sat down and caught up 
with news. Thank you so much to Olga 

and her team for the amazing way that 
the plan came together. It was such a 

happy day and we managed to bring in 
an amount of $18,970.00. Well done to 

all involved!!!  

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

Saturday 24th December ð 5.30pm:  
Come and celebrate Holy Christmas with choir, story and 

song. Bring the whole family!  
 

  Saturday/Sun 24th/25th -  12.00am midnight ð1.00am  

Bring in Christmas morning with Candles and Communion  
                                                                           

THERE WILL BE NO 10.00am SERVICE ON SUNDAY  

Our Candy Cane Fair 

 



Today is the fourth Sunday 

of Advent.  Our church is 
readying itself for the cele-

bration of Jesusô birth.  
Robin, Nick and our sing-

ers and musicians are de-

veloping a story and music 
program for the special 

Christmas Eve family ser-
vice at 5:30pm. This year 

we will begin our late 
Christmas Eve service at 

midnight with communion 
and acknowledgement of 

Jesus birth.  The Board 
decided that there will 

be no 10 am service 
Dec. 25 th . 

Last Sunday we held our 
second congregation infor-

mation session and lunch.  
We are a vibrant church!          

Our congregation is         

involved, supportive and 
giving.  It was a pleasure to 

listen to the plans of the 
ministries; Education,  

Family Fellowship, Out-

reach, Pastoral Care, Wor-
ship and Preaching.  

These ministries who ad-

vance the spiritual growth 
of our congregation and 

reach out to the community 
are what North Lonsdale 

United Church is all about.  
These ministries are sup-

ported by a dedicated 
group of Stewards, a Finan-

cial Management team and 

Administration group.  

Linda will distribute the 
notes from the various  

ministries for your refer-
ence.  This will give you an-

other opportunity to decide 
which ministry excites you 

and where you would like to 
participate.  

This Christmas season we 
pray for those who have 

lost loved ones in the past 
year, who are struggling 

and need a friend, those 
whose health has been 

compromised .Special 
blessings to you who have 

reached out to help smooth 
the way for those in need.  

I wish you all a wonderful 

Christmas, full of joy and 

precious memories.  

Joan Simmons  

From the Chair :  
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Linda and I are going to be enjoying the second half of our sabbatical in January 

and February 2012 -  we took the first bit last year in July and August.   

 

While itôs unusual to split this time we have found it to be necessary.  We are hoping to 

spend lots of this next time in South Africa.  I feel uncomfortable about being away from the 
congregation for so long but, once again, am also just so blessed by the calibre and willing-

ness of our congregation to step in to lead the services while we are away.   

Before the first part of our sabbatical we invited any in the congregation who felt they may 
be called to preach and lead services to come along to some preparatory sessions.  A num-

ber of people came along to these sessions where we discussed issues such as what the 
content, purpose and structure of preaching was all about.  We also spoke about the Gos-
pel: what it is, how we can preach/teach/talk about what it means, and what it calls us to.   

I think we all learn so much from one another during these sessions.  What a blessing our 
preachers and worship leaders were in July and August.  We met again in this past month to 

review our preaching prep material and to decide who would be leading which Sunday ser-
vices while Iôm away.  Many thanks to those joining Nick, the singers and musicians in lead-

ing these services:  

Jan 01  Brenda Wilkinson / Communion,   

Jan 08  Dave Crawley  
Jan 15  Hennie Prinsloo (King David I)  

Jan 22  Hennie Prinsloo (King David II)  
Jan 29  Hennie Prinsloo (King David III)  
Feb 05  Donna Hardie/Thomas Rautenbach/ Communion  (Brenda Wilkinson)  

Feb 12  Bill Keen  
Feb 19  Ira Wolff  

Feb 26  Bill Keen & Hennie Prinsloo  
 

Thanks too to Brenda who will be extending her Family Ministry focus to include the celebra-

tion of sacraments in both January and February.  Deborah will be stepping in for Linda in 
the office.  I pray Godôs most amazing grace on all as we approach Christmas week ï may 

we be stretched, challenged, and hugely blessed by the reality of Emmanuel ï God truly 
with us, and with others through us.  
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On November 6 our church family sat down 

for a build -a-sandwich lunch after church 
and enjoyed fellowship together. A group of 
24 members  went on a hike around Rice 

Lake afterwards.   The weather was beautiful 
and the children enjoyed seeing people fish-

ing in the lake.   We stopped for hot choco-
late afterwards at a coffe shop and warmed 
up and rested our tired muscles ð can't wait 

for the next one !   

The November 11 weekend 

was the Evolve Conference for 

Youth held at Highlands United 

Church.   Over 260 youth took 

part in the event and they 

came from all over BC and Al-

berta.   We hosted 70 senior 

youth here at North Lonsdale 

and we slept in Duncan Hall, 

the sanctuary, the preschool 

and the lounge.   Many thanks 

to the volunteers from our con-

gregation who came and 

helped with the breakfasts 

each morning!    

One story stands out from this 

event.   Two of the youths from 

a small village in northern BC 

filled in one of the request for 

prayer cards at our 

church.   They asked for our 

prayers, not only for their jour-

ney home but for their lives.   I 

would like to stay in touch with 

these two young men and so 

have been working on finding 

our more about them.   Please 

continue to hold them 

in your prayers and if 

given permission, I will 

work to keep them held 

in our prayers as I work 

to continue being in re-

lationship with them.    

Five youth from our 

congregation attended 

this event and thor-

oughly enjoyed it.   I 

think we are all looking 

forward to this event 

next year when it will be held 

at Naramata Centre in the 

Okananagan.   Junior and sen-

ior youth will be separated into 

two different weekends -  the 

first two weekends of Novem-

ber in 2012.    

Outlook Shelter and the money 

raised will go to the Sharing 

Abundance Lunch Pro-

gram.   Sharing Abundance has 

been providing lunches through 

this program for almost two 

years.   It is the ministry vision of 
Lizz Lindsay who is an Anglican 

Deacon from St.Agnes Anglican 

Church.   Lizz is helped in this 

The youth of North Lonsdale 

have spent every Sunday of Ad-

vent selling socks in support of 

the Drop - In Program and Shar-

ing Abundance lunch at St. An-

drew's United Church in the 

lower Lonsdale area.   The socks 
will go to the Drop - In (although I 

now know that some will also 

find their way to the North Shore 

program by Sonny who is the 

master soup chef and a host of 

volunteers -  mostly from the 

surrounding community.     

Thank you to all who have made 

this a successful endeavour this 

Christmas season.   I will deliver 

the socks and the money next 

Thursday December 

22nd.   Please let me know if you 
would like to join me there for a 

wonderful soup and sandwich 

lunch!   bw2067@gmail.com     

Family Hike to Rice Lake  

CHILDREN and FAMILY MINISTRY  

Socks, socks, socks & more socks  
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At the Golf Day...  

Caught by our camera  
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 At the Candy Cane Fair ...  


