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CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

Sunday 19th December ï 10.00am: 

Childrenôs Family service 

 Friday 24th December ð 5.30pm: Family Christmas Celebration  

                            11.00pm: Communion Service  

 Be blessed this Christmas Eve by our Singing Christmas Tree!           

Be An Angel 

And help people who are homeless this Christmas 
Help decorate our tree with all the proceeds going to First United Mission 

Buy a decoration for our tree ñin honour ofò or ñin memory ofò  

a loved one and bless those in need. Speak to our angels in the 
narthex for details.  



This is the second Sunday of 

Advent.  We have much to 
look forward to as our con-

gregation prepares for that 
most joyous of times, the 
birth of Jesus.  Our singing 

Christmas tree will be a  
special feature this year.  

The singers and musicians 
are developing wonderful 
pieces for the season.  Robin 

and Nick are preparing a 
special service for Christmas 

Eve.  Bring your family and 
friends; this is a most 
memorable evening.  
 

We have the angel tree in 

the narthex again this year.  
Last Sunday we had Bob and 

Frances McKilliganôs twin 
granddaughters dressed as 

angels supporting Kate Evans 
in receiving donations and 
decorating the tree.  Please 

remember a loved one, 
friend or neighbour and place 

an ornament on the tree.  All 
donations will go to First 
United Church to help them 

in their outreach programs.  

 

Our Candy Cane Fair was a 
great success.  Thank you to 

those who prepared items for 
sale, those items we could 
eat and the beautiful craft 

items for gifts.  We also ap-
preciate the congregation 

and community who came 
out to support us and see the 
sun shine on the first dusting 

of snow.  A special thanks to 
Olga Marks who coordinated 

the fair.   

We were also blessed by the 

accounting firm Smythe 
Ratcliffe who volunteered 

their time the Thursday before 
the fair.  Frances McKilligan 
and Kay Furness had the 

group making sandwiches and 
sorting clothing for First 

United Church.  The group 
then helped wrap candy and 
gift items for sale and set up 

the Christmas tree and lunch 
tables for the Candy Cane 

Fair.  The firm read about us 
and our Volunteer Fair in the 
local paper.  Good news 

spreads and good deeds come 

in wonderful ways.  

 

As the year closes I look back 

at all we have accomplished 
spiritually culminating in two 
retreats.  One was held in the 

spring and the other last 
month at the Westminster   

Abbey in Mission.  We also did 
upgrades to our garden as 

well as both exterior and inte-
rior of the Church.  The 
kitchen has two beautiful new 

stoves and two new barbe-

cues.   

 

A governance model has been 

developed and will be pre-
sented at the Annual Congre-
gational Meeting in the 

Spring.  A Search Committee 
will work with Presbytery for 

the filling of our newly created 
position of Family Youth & 
Children minister.(See article 

on Pg6)  

We still have much to do.  We 

need to fill the position of 
Treasurer.  This position has 
changed since Don Mossop so 

ably guided our finances for 
seventeen years.  The book-

keeping functions are now 
done online so the Treasurer 
acts as an oversight person.  

If you feel called to take on 
this new roll please let me 

know.  

 

David Slater Kinghorn has 
been working with Ron McKel-
lar and me to develop a 

budget as well as a budgeting 
process for the coming year 

and into the future.  The 
budgeting function will be-
come the responsibility of the 

Stewards.  Stewards also 
needs volunteers with various 

areas of expertise; please 

come and help us.  

 

I wish all of you a wonderful 

Christmas, full of joy and   

precious remembrances.   

 

Joan Simmons  

(Board Chair)  

 

From the Chair : CHRISTMAS, A JOYOUS TIME  
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Our Candy Cane Fair was a 

great success again this 
year. The pies were a hot 
favourite and sold out com-

pletely before the end of the 
day. Regular fans rushed to 

the table for fear of missing 
out on these sort after 
treats. Maria was busy with 

pre -orders from weeks be-
fore the fair but managed to 

keep them all sorted.  

Friends from far and wide 
stopped by to have their an-
nual lunch together and 

catch up. Others sat down 
and met new friends over 

pies ands treats served with 

smiles.  

Although we were compet-
ing with so many other craft 

fairs on that same date ðwe 
still managed to bring in an 

amazing amount of 

money. We also had 
stalls supporting 
The Harvest Project 

and First United 

Mission.  

Special thanks to all 

who supported this 
fun day and to Olga 
who co -ordinated it 

all.  

Our Candy Cane FairñNov,20th 

CHILDREN MINISTRY  

submitted by Sarah Nowland  

 

 

 

November was  time for  Opera-

tion Christmas Child  again in 

the Children's program ! During 

two weeks the children and help-

ers enthusiastically filled out let-

ters and packed up shoe boxes 

with care. They  showed that they 

have a lot of love for their less 

fortunate neighbours in other 

countries. And thanks to all for 

your generous donations, 

we  surpassed our numbers from 

last year and 80 shoe 

boxes  were delivered!  

 The North Shoreôs Local Collec-

tion Centre at North Shore Alli-

ance Church was able to collect 

2,468  gift - filled shoe boxes in  

total. They wanted to pass 

on  their gratiude  for  participating 

in the project, with the message, 

"May these shoe boxes bring joy 

and hope to many children in des-

perate situations. Shoe boxes 

from western Canada will be dis-

tributed in Costa Rica, Guatemala, 

Haiti, Nicaragua, Chile, Paraguay, 

Uruguay, and Venezuela.          

Receiving these shoeboxes 

opens the door for children, 

their families and their commu-

nities to receive additional   as-

sistance such as safe water, 

feeding programs, shelter, 

medical   assistance, and edu-

cational  resources.   

Well done children and helpers!  
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From the Library  

As I look back over this year I am 

grateful for the privilege of being 

able to help with the  library  

ministry and to rejuvenate our 

church library. Since I joined the 

Congregational Libraries Associa-

tion of BC, I have enjoyed meet-

ing with other church librarians, 

visiting church libraries, having a 

few members over to see our  

library, and attending a Confer-

ence.  

We have bought many new books 

this year and thank you to every-

one who has donated books.  We 

now have a very small section of 

books for our young people that 

we will expand next year and we 

also have purchased some DVDs 

that will make their way into the 

library soon.  

 

What do we have in the library?  

¶ Books about prayer  

¶ Books of prayers and daily                                

devotional books  

¶ Bibles of various translations ï 

have a look at one that is differ-

ent from yours  

¶ Books about the bible  

¶ Books on Christian living  

¶ Christian fiction,  Biographies and 

autobiographies  

 

Why have a church library?  

¶ To encourage healthy reading  

¶ To nurture spiritual growth  

¶ To develop more understanding 

of the Christian faith  

 To provide Christian resources 

in parenting, relationships, deal-

ing with grief and death, etc.  

 

 

I borrow a book?  

¶ Put your name and date 

on the library card in the book  

¶ Place the card in the small 

box on the library table just 

outside the library  

When you return the book, 

place the book in the basket 

just inside the library.  

 

Thank you to everyone who 

has helped with the library 

this year, especially Keryn 

Parish, Shirley Wolff, and to 

Ron McKellar 

for helping with 

the computer   
 

Valerie Belcher  

Librarian  

beautiful and expansive gar-

dens that border the Abbeyôs 

farmlands and a trail which 

leads to a commanding view 

over the mighty Fraser and the 

town of Mission. The monks 

invite their guests to join them 

at any of their services, includ-

ing Lauds which is at 5:05 am. 

And some of us even made it 

to that one!  

Robin guided us through the 

one -and -a-half day retreat in a 

series of solitary contempla-

tions on the grace of Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. We also 

worshipped together, shared 

prayers, feelings and thoughts 

in small groups, and ate home -

cooked meals prepared by the 

Abbey. Getting up early on 

Sunday morning to pray for 

our church in the upper room 

above the foggy treetops was 

a highlight.  

 

 

A retreat to advance 

our relationship with 

God 

by Jan Wilson, Valerie Belcher 

and Sue Ansell  

ñI felt connected and cherished 

the opportunity to explore my 

relationship with God, Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit.ò wrote Jan 

Wilson in response to her own 

request that we submit com-

ments for an article that could 

share our retreat experience 

with all of NLUC.  

The spiritual leadership group 

of NLUC invited anyone from 

the church who wanted, to join 

them on a retreat on from No-

vember 12 to 14. Those of us 

who went car pooled to maxi-

mize fellowship time and ar-

rived about 8 pm Friday night 

at Westminster Abbey.  

The Benedictine monastery of 

Westminster Abbey is set in 

Some more comments from 

those who attended:  

ñThere are very few times in 

my life that I feel serene. Being 

here puts me in a total state of 

serenity. This is the holiest 

place I have ever been. I have 

been blessed.ò Anon 

ñBlessed time of fellowship and 

learning of Godôs grace. Time 

to pause, and enjoy a slower, 

simpler time.ò                      

Bill and Lois Keen  

ñWhen Robin opened with 

Psalm 23 and invited us to 

stop, and let God restore our 

souls, it set the tone for a 

weekend of deep sharing in a 

really safe space. I arrived 

seeking clarity and courage. 

I've returned feeling Loved, Re-

stored and Empowered. Clarity 

has come and I'm trusting that 

courage will follow. I'm also 

extremely grateful for the time 

to deepen existing friendships 

and the opportunity to develop 

PAGE 4 
WINTER 2010 NEWSLETTER 



Favorite Hymn #1, 
ñAbide with meò (Red 
Book, 180)  

by Geoff Wilkins  

I most recently sang this hymn, 

one of my personal favorites, at 

the memorial service for Brian 

Gibbardôs father, and then at last 

monthôs hymn-sing at Inglewood, 

where it was the last of the nine 

hymns on that afternoon.  

However, during my life I suppose 

Iôve sung it mainly at evening  

services.  The first line, ñAbide 

with me; fast falls the eventideò, 

certainly makes it seem fitting for 

that, as does  William Henry 

Monkôs tune, which he called 

Eventide.ò  (Monkôs widow wrote 

that she and her husband were 

watching the setting sun when he 

ñtook paper and penciled that tune 

that has gone all over the earth.ò) 

So, just a nice evening hymn?  

Not really.  Henry Francis Lyte, a 

middle -aged Anglican clergyman 

in a small Devonshire fishing   

village, wrote it as he was dying 

of TB.  He took his last service; 

he too watched the sun go down 

over the English Channel; then he 

wrote this hymn.  He died two 

weeks later.  

That might make the singing of 

the hymn somewhat poignant, 

but it is  also comforting.  Lyte, 

who had had a difficult and sickly 

life, is declaring that, because of 

his trust in Godôs love, he can let 

go, face death with confidence 

and serenity.  

Hold thou thy cross before my 

closing eyes;  

Shine through the gloom and 

point me to the skies;  

heavenôs morning breaks, and 

earthôs vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide 

with me.  

 

Despite poor health throughout 

his life, Lyte wrote many, many 

hymns, of which this, with 

ñPraise my soul, the King of 

Heavenò, is best known ï but 

for me ñAbide with me ò is the 

special  one. Others must 

agree, because the bells of his 

church, All Saints in Lower 
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And, to sum up, a poem 

from Gary Ansell:  

Breathing in  

Spirit, I hear you are a 

wind once brooding over 

the sea, long before you 

made me  

Now in my chair as I 

wait for you, I look 

around and you are not 

there  

I wish, I hope, I 

pray, and then 

when I least ex-

pect it,  

 I breathe,  

and you are in 

me  

In -spiration!  

I burst into flame  

And live  

new friendships that feel like 

family. Thank you Robin and 

Linda for creating the right con-

ditions for us to share from our 

hearts. May God continue to in-

spire and bless your ministry. 

With much loveò                  

Deborah Rossouw  

"A very inspiring and thought 

provoking weekend in such 

beautiful and peaceful sur-

roundings and great com-

pany.  We were very blessed." 

Kate Evans  

ñThe retreat was a safe, quiet, 

holy place where we connected 

more deeply with God and with 

each other. Thanks to Robin and 

Linda for every tiny thing and 

every big thing you did for us.ò 

Valerie Belcher  



ternally, you might comment upon 

new procedures or improvements to 

the business. Sales figures or earn-

ings will show how your business is 

growing.  

Some newsletters include a column 

that is updated every issue, for in-

stance, an advice column, a book 

review, a letter from the president, 

or an editorial. You can also profile 

new employees or top customers or 

vendors. This story can fit 100 -150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on 

current technologies or innovations 

in your field.  

You may also want to note business 

or economic trends, or make predic-

tions for your customers or clients.  

If the newsletter is distributed in-

This story can fit 150 -200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-

ter as a promotional tool is that you 

can reuse content from other mar-

keting materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and reports.  

While your main goal of distribut-

ing a newsletter might be to sell 

your product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers.  

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and 

write your own articles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events or a 

special offer that promotes a new 

product.  

You can also research articles or 

find òfilleró articles by accessing the 

World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short.  

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers 

a simple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when youõre finished writing your 

newsletter, convert it to a Web site 

and post it.  

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from which 

you can choose and import into your 

newsletter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw shapes 

and symbols.  

Once you have chosen an image, 

place it close to the article. Be sure 

to place the caption of the image 

This story can fit 75 -125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter.  

Think about your article and ask 

yourself if the picture supports or 

enhances the message youõre trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context.  

near the image.  

Inside Story Headline  

Inside Story Headline  

Inside Story Headline  

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

òTo catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.ó 

 

OUR YOUTH, FAMILY & CHILDRENôS MINISTER!   

How did we come to make the huge decision to create this ministry position and what 

happens next?  

 

Our Fellowship Ministry had been wrestling since the spring with how best to address our need for 

effective leadership of our Children and Youth.   The church leadership has longed to see this minis-

try really take off so that we can be the  blessing to our next generation that God intends.   While we 

have had many people faithfully pouring themselves into leadership (both paid and volunteer) of our 

Sunday School and Youth ministry over the years, North Lonsdale has never employed a fully quali-

fied Families & Youth Minister , someone properly trained and qualified for this vital work.   Hard work 

and zeal is just not enough without also having the correct training and the ability to put in the sig-

nificant amount of time necessary.    

And so on July 9 a letter was sent to the congregation asking whether this was  ñperhaps the time for 

us to take it all up to the next level and actually employ a Family & Youth Minister  to focus on  this 

vital areaò.   The letter spelt out that our leaders  were needing the congregationôs discernment!  A 

meeting  was set for Wednesday  August  4 th ,  t he topic being to discern whether this was on, and if 

so, what the next steps were to be.  The letter then asked the congregation as a whole (1) for 

prayers and (2) for input, either via email, a message through one  of the Leadership Group or by 

coming along to the meeting in person.   The letter then listed the names of those in leadership, end-

ing with words of much love and hopeful expectation, in Christ.  

That August 4 th  meeting decided that we were in fact to take the next step in the process and went 

on to elect a small steering group to guide us.  Brian Gibbard, Pat McTaggart, Dave Rupert, Valerie 

Belcher and Linda Jacobson then went to work, meeting a number of times through the summer.  By 

fall they were able to bring the Leadership group an outline of our congregational context and needs 

in this area of ministry.  They also outlined a job description of what would be needed to meet these 

needs.  The Leadership group approved this work and passed it on to our Board for their approval.  

The Board also approved this work and called for a Congregational Meeting, seeking wider approval.  

After worship on Sunday, November 14 th , the congregation met in response to the edict which for 

two weeks had announced the purpose of this meeting being to decide whether or not we want to 

create this ministry position.   The detailed description for this position as discerned by our leaders 

and approved by the Board had been made available (both paper copies in Narthex and email circu-

lation) for two weeks prior to the meeting.  

89 Members and Adherents attended the meeting, hearing from Pat McTaggart, Brian Gibbard and 

Bill Keen.  The following motions were passed unanimously:  (1) That the Board be authorized to 

approach Presbytery to approve the creation of a vacancy at NLUC, and (2) That the Board be au-

thorized to invite congregational members to serve on a Joint Search Committee.  

 

We are now at the stage of presbytery approvals and advertising.  Applicants will be screened, inter-

viewed and eventually the one who is discerned possibly to be called as our Family Children and 

Youth minister will be presented the congregation for final approval.  

 

Please continue to keep this entire process in your prayers.  Feel free to contact Linda in the office 

for copies of the more detailed job description (available via email or hard copy) and also to circu-

late it as widely as you feel led.  We pray that the correct person will apply, that the correct deci-

sions will be made, and that our children, youth and families will be very very blessed, God glorified 

ï and all just as soon as God decides is possible.   



 

 

At the Volunteer Fair...  

Caught by our camera  

At the Retreat...  

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 
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 At the Candy Cane Fair ...  


