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WOWWW!!!  
We have a FACELIFT!  

Our sanctuary has been cry-
ing for attention for some 

time now. Now, thanks to the 
architect ð Pat McTaggart, 

the cabinet making skills of 
Otto Teubes, the sweat of 

Hank Wiebe, the generous 
financial donations, the    

support of Linda May, Jean 
Wiebe, Alan Brown & Fred 

Evetts ðwe have a miracle.  

Well done to the whole team. 

Its beautiful!  

 



 

Summer is expected, soon.  Many 

of us are off to do special activi-

ties with our families and friends.  

May the Lord guide and keep you 

as you venture forth.  

My message for the summer issue 

of our Newsletter is a pot -pourri 

of expressions of appreciation and 

general information.  First I send 

my blessings to Robin and Linda 

for the first two months of Robinôs 

sabbatical.  This is a time for 

Robin to reflect, rest and re -

charge.  I am not sure this will be 

possible with the wedding of his 

eldest daughter Andrea in August 

and guests from around the 

world.  

Next, I send prayers to the amaz-

ing group of men and women who 

have been meeting with Robin in 

preparation for leading Sunday 

Services during his absences.  We 

are so blessed as a congregation 

to have such inspired people will-

ing to lead us on the path the 

Lord has shown.  

Our new Family, Youth and Chil-

drenôs minister Brenda Wilkinson 

will be with us all of July develop-

ing relationships with the families 

in the Church.  Brendaôs enthusi-

asm for her new challenge is 

heartwarming and I know we will 

all benefit from her being part of 

this congregation.  She will take 

August off and return in Septem-

ber with her new programs.  

The Board has spent time with 

the governance model to be voted 

on at the Annual Congregational 

Meeting in the fall.  The financial 

report in the newsletter is a start 

on how the income/expenses are 

allocated by ministry.  A financial 

report will be in the bulletin 

monthly advising you how we are 

doing beginning in September.   

 

This past year our acting treas-

urer Ron McKellar has been 

working with David Slater -

Kinghorn developing the budget 

process.  

We were fortunate to have the 

skills of Ron Stein to provide a 

report on our rental position and 

compare it to other local 

Churches.  From the report a 

revised rental policy is being 

developed.  

You have noticed physical 

changes in our church.  The al-

tar has been beautifully redone.  

Pat McTaggartôs design and con-

struction by Otto Teubes and 

Hank Wiebe have transformed 

the front of our church.  Thank 

you to all who helped on this 

project, you were an out-

standing team.  

Dave Rupert has also been 

busy.  He oversaw the upgrade 

to our electrical system.  We 

now have many more plugs in 

the auditorium, our lighting is of 

a higher and more efficient 

standard.  The lights in the 

sanctuary can be adjusted by 

the flick of a remote device.  

Dave has also seen to leaks be-

tween the Duncan Hall and the 

office portion of the Church.  

There is still a bit more work to 

do, as well as the reconstruction 

of the chimney.  

The Board is developing a list of 

vacancies that need to be filled.  

A critical position is that of en-

velop secretary, the position 

held by Glen Gray for 25years.  

The suggestion is for one person 

to coordinate the position and 

three or four teams to take 

turns recording the weekly reve-

nue of the Church.  This position 

and the teams to assist is needed 

to be filled now.    If there are no 

volunteers for this important 

task, the Board may have to con-

sider this as a paid position.  

Each additional staff person may 

mean decreasing programs or 

increasing revenue.  If you are 

willing to take on this challenge, 

please contact me.  Kay Furniss 

and I will continue to work with 

Helen Dobric to do these duties 

until August 31.  I thank Kay for 

being so willing to step in to help 

Helen and me with this task.  

I would like to thank all of you 
for your support this past year.  
Especially to members of the 
Board who have challenged 
themselves to look and move for-
ward to meet the needs of our 
community and congregation.  
The Lord works in wonderful 
ways and the path he has set for 
your Board is set with much 
grace and love.  I thank Verna 
Mossop who has hosted the 
monthly Board meetings at her 
home this past year with deli-
cious dinners so we can add to 
our fellowship and discernment.  

Joan Simmons ,  

Chair  

From the Chair  
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ing of his grandfather to 

"live" his experience rather 
than talk about it.  This 
book tells about those 40 

years.  

90 Minutes in Heaven  by 

Don Piper  

As he is driving home from 

a minister's conference, 
Baptist minister Don Piper 
collides with a semi - truck 

that crosses into his lane. 
He is pronounced dead at 

the scene. For the next 90 
minutes, Piper experiences 
heaven where those who 

had influenced him spiritu-
ally greet him. He hears 

beautiful music and feels 

true peace.  

Heaven is Real  by Don 

Piper  

Don Piperôs next book talks 

about how his life has 
changed both spiritually and 

physically since his 90 min-
utes in heaven.  He gives 

advice for people going 
through difficult times that 
permanently change who 

they are. He encourages 
them to accept the new re-

alities and not try to go 
back to a past that will 

never exist again. This 

book accomplishes its goal 
of helping readers to re-
flect on what their time on 

this earth is really about.  

Heaven is for Real

 by Todd Burpo  

This book is written by the 

father of a four -year old 
boy who, during emer-
gency surgery, slips from 

consciousness and enters 
heaven. He survives and 

begins talking about being 
able to look down and see 
the doctor operating and 

his dad praying in the wait-
ing room.  The simple 

message that comes from 
the child is: heaven is a 
real place and Jesus really 

loves children.  

Hope you have a good Sum-

mer and get to relax and read 

some of these great books.  

Valerie Belcher  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Library  

HEAVEN  

My Fatherôs house has many 

rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a 

place for you?  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be 

where I am. (John 14:2 -3)  

Heaven, we all think about it, 

but weôll never know exactly 
what itôs like until we arrive 

there.   Here are the names of 
some books we have in the li-
brary that give us a glimpse of 

what heaven may be like and 
just as importantly, how the 

lives of people who have ex-
perienced heaven have 

changed forever.  

Flight to Heaven  by Capt. 

Dale Black  

At age nineteen, pilot Dale 
Black miraculously survived an 

airplane crash. Hovering be-
tween life and death for three 

days, he had a breathtaking 
experience of heaven. The 
flight to heaven changed Dale's 

life.  For forty years he kept 
the story to himself at the urg-
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From Robinõs Prayer Diary 

What matters most, and what matters leastñor not at all. Lord, I confess that itõs not always easy to dis-

cern my priorities. I suspect that I waste so much energy, time, effort on those things that truly are not 

ultimately that important to You, and I ignore or put off that which is closest to Your heart. I suspect, too, 

that I am not alone in this. I pray for a fresh re-orientation of my priorities. Please slow me down, help me 

to reconnect, bring me back to your quiet pools of fresh clean Spirit. Restore my soul. And then send me 

off in the right direction. I pray this for myself and for all who claim this prayer as their own, in Jesus Name 

Amen 



Family Dinner  

A family dinner for dreaming 

and dining will be held here at 

the church on Tuesday July 5.  

Please speak to Brenda by 

Sunday 3rd July if you would 

like to attend with your family.   

The Go Project  

Please speak to Brenda as soon as 

possible if you would like your teen 

to be involved in this wonderful pro-

ject that will take place at Ryerson 

United in Vancouver from July 10 ï 

21 st .   The purpose of this project is 

to engage youth in outreach, includ-

ing a visit to First United on the 

downtown east side.   

If you have or know young adults ï 

please ask them if they are inter-

ested in being in touch with me.  

With their permission ï you could 

ask for their email addresses to pass 

on to me or have them con-

tact me directly 

bw2067@gmail.com     

There are events coming up 

in the fall that they may be 

interested in including a re-

treat in Langley that I will be 

teaching at.   

I will be planning a hiking or 

biking outing during July so 

watch the announcements 

and your emails for more in-

formation .  I look forward to 

hearing from you. Brenda  

Stewards    

As we finalize our structure under the new governance model, it has  become increasingly clear that 
the role of the Stewards will assist greatly in making the model a success.  

The Stewards will work with the ministries in developing their budgets and managing the resources 
allocated to them, which will ultimately assist  the Church in meeting its budget targets.  The Stew-
ards will also oversee the churchôs financial picture and encourage new ideas for fundraising.  The 
rental policy and other guidelines as they are identified, will benefit from this oversight process.  

We are very pleased that Fred Gossman has agreed to Chair this important committee.  Dick Stott, 
who did an excellent job chairing Stewards before moving to White Rock, has agreed to come to help 
us get ñup and runningò again.  Other members of the committee are Sue Crawley, Pat McTaggart, 
Donna Morgan and Joan Simmons.  Our acting treasurer, Ron McKellar will also be joining the group.  

Brenda is native to BC and spent her younger years in Burnaby, just 

outside of Vancouver.   She first graduated from college in Vancouver 

and then pursued studies to be become a registered massage thera-

pist in both Ontario and BC.   

She owned her own massage therapy clinic in Kitsilano for twelve 

years before moving to the Sunshine Coast to work as a massage 

therapist while her husband ran a bed and breakfast business.  It was 

there that she firmly established herself as a United Church person 

and under the mentorship of the Rev. Patricia Baker and the Rev. 

Janice Young soon found herself immersed in studies at the Vancou-

ver School of Theology.   This led to a very strong call to ordained 

ministry followed by an affirming discernment process with St. Johnôs 

United in Sechelt.   

This has been a seven year endeavor for Brenda, complete with first 

commuting from the Sunshine Coast and then a move to Vancouver 

during the week to study full time.  She was joined by her daughter 

three years ago who begged to be put in a high school in Vancouver 

and then by her eleven year old son who  is now also attending school on the North Shore.    

Brenda is an avid cyclist and aspires to being a full time bike commuter.  

She is very excited about being called to North Lonsdale as a familiesô Minister where she has      

already experienced a very warm welcome.  
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Familiesõ Ministry  - Meet Brenda our new Family Minister! 
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Outreach Ministry  

By Joan Simmons  

  The Outreach Ministry is part 

of what we are about, reaching 

out in order to give back to our 

local and broader communities, 

and those within our congrega-

tion who may need a helping 

hand.  We support and encour-

age numerous ventures includ-

ing First United Church sand-

wich making, Relay for Life, 

and groups such as Compas-

sionate Friends who meet 

regularly in the church.  Addi-

tionally, every third Friday a 

group from the church helps to 

serve dinner at First United 

Church and in the summer and 

early fall the ñpie making 

groupò uses the kitchen on 

Wednesday and Thursday after-

noons.  

Fundraising provides two impor-

tant functions for our Church.  

One is to raise funds to support 

our outreach and church pro-

grams, and the other is to foster 

fellowship amongst members of 

our congregation.  The Candy 

Cane Fair is an example of such 

an event and is both an impor-

tant fundraiser and a major out-

reach activity for the congrega-

tion.  In order to be successful, 

this event requires coordination 

and the involvement of the con-

gregation to provide their gifts of 

time and talent.  The Fair at-

tracts many from the community 

and allows us an opportunity to 

be hosts in our church.  I encour-

age anyone with the time and 

interest to be a  champion for 

the Fair this year or to get in-

volved in any other activity you 

are passionate about.  We 

need your support. If you 

would like to see a Candy Cane 

Fair in the fall, please step for-

ward and advise a member of 

the Outreach Committee that 

you would like to participate. 

As I said, we particularly need 

a coordinator for this yearôs 

event.  

We do not have to do things 
the way they have always been 
done; it is good to move for-
ward with new ideas and new 
ways of doing things.  The 
main principle is working to-
gether to achieve our goals in 
the way that we believe God is 
leading us.  

 

Relay for Life -
Submitted by Ursula Kilborn,  
2011 Team Captain  

silence carrying candles to honour 

and remember those who battled 

and won or were  lost to cancer.  

Overall this community event 

raised almost $200,000 for 2011.  

The Canadian Cancer Society has 

more impact in more communi-

ties against more cancers than 

any other cancer organization.  

The donations made to the Cana-

dian Cancer  Society at the Relay 

for Life 2011 will:  

 

¶ fund outstanding research  

on all cancers  
¶ provide reliable and easy to 

understand  cancer informa-

tion  and caring practical and 

personal  support programs  in 

local communities  
¶ Lead cancer prevention   

initiatives and help the Society  

advocate  for public policies 

that help individuals and com-

munities reduce the risk of pre-

ventable  cancers  .  
 

 

 

   Thanks to all those who partici-

pated in 2011 ñfunòdraising events 

and made donations to team 

CELEBRATE REMEMBER and 

FIGHT BACK.    

The Relay for Life to benefit the 

Canadian Cancer Society took 

place on Saturday June 11 un-

der very pleasant skies.  NLUC 

had a team of 11 who partici-

pated in fundraising throughout 

the winter and who spent the 

day at Mahon Park on June 11.  

The team set 2 records this 

year, Annie Smits as the high-

est individual fundraiser with 

$6450, and NLUC team who 

are the Community Category 

highest fundraisers with almost 

$17,000.  Highlights of the day 

included the Survivors Lap 

where 9 NLUC members car-

ried our banner proudly while 

wearing our yellow Survivor 

shirts, the ever popular bocce 

tournament, handing out free 

hot dogs, and the final lap in 
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  This was a wonderful, exciting 

trip and Iôm so glad I went.  

People have been asking what 

the highlight was for me.  I 

canôt say there was one exact 

highlight, but generally it was 

the Holy places.  What stands 

out for me are the places where 

I experienced  where we were, 

not just saw a site.  The times 

when we had a bible reading, 

sang, prayed, and had time to 

ourselves to ponder, contem-

plate, and just really be there 

spiritually, were so special for 

me.  The places that were espe-

cially meaningful to me are:  

Mount Sinai  

I loved the camel rides up and 

down the mountain.  The cold I 

didnôt like but I warmed up at 

the top and was okay after that.  

Seeing the sun on the moun-

tain, thinking of God and Moses 

up there, scrambling around in 

all the nooks and crannies was 

great. I felt alive.  It was a very 

fun experience é until I arrived 

at the squat toilet at the mon-

astery.  That wasnôt fun, but it 

was an experience!  

Garden of Gethsemane  

Just being in the garden, thinking 

of the agony Jesus went through 

when he was there was so power-

ful.  Robin read a couple of scrip-

ture readings, we sang, had time 

to sit in the garden by ourselves 

and then join together for prayer.  

Walking through the other part of 

the garden, seeing the olive trees 

over a thousand years old was 

amazing ï could these trees really 

have been there when Jesus was 

there?  

Garden Tomb  

To be in the tomb, ñHe is not here 

- for He is risenò, how can one not 

be touched by that?  Afterwards in 

the garden having communion, 

singing and praying together, and 

having time to experience it all 

was wonderful.  Our little com-

munion cup we all got to keep is 

one of my very special souvenirs 

of the trip.  

Bethesda  

Robin read the bible passage 

about the crippled man healed by 

Jesus at the Bethesda pool.  We 

had time to wander around the 

healing pools for prayer and re-

flection.  Beside the pools is St. 

Anneôs church where we went in 

and sang Amazing Grace as a 

group and then listened to an-

other group sing.  

Mount of Beatitudes  

As Robin was reading the beati-

tudes and about us being salt and 

light, and I looked out from the 

hill, I tried to imagine what it 

would be like if I was there listen-

ing to Jesus 2000 years ago.  

What would I have thought of the 

things he was saying and how 

would I have reacted?  And to 

imagine that this was where Jesus 

was, these same hills; it was 

kind of mind -boggling.   

Jordan River baptism site  

After hearing the reading about 

Jesus being baptized by John in 

the Jordan River we sang ñWe 

are Standing on Holy Groundò 

and it really did feel holy.  Af-

ter being in the cold Dead Sea 

that morning, being covered in 

mud and salt, then having a 

most wonderful hot shower 

with scented lathery shampoo, 

getting dressed and being 

warm é getting into my bath-

ing suit again and going in the 

muddy Jordan River was not 

very appealing.  But, once I 

was there, there was no ques-

tion I wanted to go right in and 

under to rededicate/renew my 

baptism!  

I have so many special 
memories, photos, DVDs, 

and new friendships with the 
fantastic people who were 

part of this journey with me.  

 

Egypt, Israel & Jordan Pilgrimage March 2011 by Valerie Belcher  
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What possible connection 

can this favorite childrenôs 
hymn have with the U.S. 
Military Academy at West 

Point?  There is one, 

though.  

With her sister Susan, Anna 

Bartlett Warner, who wrote 
this hymn, taught Bible 
classes for the Officer Ca-

dets at West Point, and 
what eventually became the 

hymn we all know was writ-
ten by Anna for one of 
Susanôs novels, where it ap-

pears not as a hymn but as 
a poem read to comfort a 

dying child.  In her day, 
Susan was much the more 
successful writer (she who 

wrote the first American 
novel credited with selling 

one million copies), but her 
works have now vanished 
from popular view.  Annaôs 

profoundly simple poem has 
not! (When the Hymn Sing 

Team visits Inglewood Care 
Home, this hymn ï which 

isnôt in their Hymn Book, 
perhaps as too juvenile? ï is 
always sung with particular 

gusto.   

The sistersô father had been a 

highly successful New York 
City lawyer, but he lost most 
of his wealth in the 1837 de-

pression, and the now rela-
tively poor family moved to 

what had been their summer 
home on an island in the 
Hudson River, near West 

Point.  There the sisters em-
barked on writing careers, to 

earn money.  The property is 
now owned by the U.S, gov-
ernment and managed by the 

military academy.  

The novel for which Anna 
wrote the poem appeared in 

1860 and two years later Wil-
liam Batchelder Bradbury set 
Annaôs word to music and 

added the ñYes, Jesus love 
meò refrain.  As time passed, 

the original verses were 
amended, new ones were 
added, and some stanzas, 

framed for the imminent 
death of the boy in the novel, 

were been dropped as too 

disturbing for children.  

 

The hymn is now known 

worldwide.  To illustrate; In 

the Solomon Islands, in 

1943, PT Boat 109, com-
manded by J.F. Kennedy, 
was famously rammed and 

sunk.  The survivors were 
discovered by islanders 

Biuku Gasa and Eromi Ku-
mana, who could remember 
singing ñJesus Loves Meò 

with the Marines they were 
guiding back for the rescue.  

Theyôd learned the song 
from their missionaries.  

                   

 God bless             

 Geoff Wilkins 

 

Favorite Hymn #3, Jesus Loves Me (Red Book, 123) 
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August Birthdays  

3 rd  -  Pam Empey  

6 th  ï Rose Frost  
7 th  ï Frank Sindell  
7 th  Charlotte Wiebe  

8 th  ï Wendy Knight  
9 th  ï Joey Gibbard  

10th ðBeyers Bosman  
12 th  ï Keith Baker  
15 th  ï Joan Simmons  

18 th  ï Myles Aikenhead  
24 th  ï Amanda Stock  

26 th  ï Meggan Jacobson  
29 th  ï Sylvia Stein  
30 th  ï Donna Hardie  

31 st  ï Lorri Gibbard  
31 st  ï Amy Jacobson  

31 st  ï Jayne Elton  

 

 July Birthdays  
1st  ï Jan Blackadar  

2nd  ï Brandon Baker  

10 th  ï Theresa Adems  

Thomas Rautenbach  

14 th  ï Lia Sergenko  

18 th  ï Chad Donald  

19 th  ï Paul Bonefant  

22 nd  ï Art Grunder  

22 nd  ï Lawrence Mok  

23 rd  ï Sue Crawley  

24 th  ï Ruth Williams,    

 Keryn Parish  

25 th  ï Adri Rautenbach  

26 th  ï Gary Ansell  

27 th  ï Hank Wiebe  

29 th  ï Glenys Dawson  

29 th  ï Bethany Shandon  

30 th  ï Ingeborg and  

         Paul Brown  

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1st ï Amanda McGinnis  

2nd ï Don Blackadar  
3rd  -  Jan Wilson  
4th -   Kay Furniss  

 5th ï Caitlin McKinnon  
9th  -  Jeanette Davis  

10th ï Al Donald  
11th ï Bob Mercer  
13th ï Bob McKilligan  

15th ï Jean Collins  
16th ï Andrea Jacobson  

18th -  Audrey Blaney  
19th -  Thomas Rautenbach    
20th ï Bill Schatz  

22nd ï Penny Mok  
23rd ï Betty Jofenig  

24th ï John McKellar  
26th ï Glen Elliott  
28th ï Les Elton and Gloria   

  Andreason  
29th -   Belinda Aikenhead 

   and Pat Gray      

 Our Summer Birthdays  

Campbellôs Soup Labels 
 

 Reminder  -  

Please save the 

label from any 

Campbell 

product that you 

use.   These 

labels are taken 

to the BC 

Provincial School 

for the Deaf.   The labels help the school 

acquire needed items fo such as gym 

equipment, cameras for taking pictures 

on field trips or special events.   Just 

make sure the label has the full 

Campbell name and complete bar 

code.   The labels can be left in the 

Narthex.   Betty Jofenig will bundle and 

count them.   They are then taken to the 

school.   As school is closed for summer 

holidays the next time they will be 

taken is sometime in the Fall, so now is 

a good time to start saving the labels.    

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

We are happy to 
announce the birth 

of Courtenay 
Louise Underwood 

on   June 
22nd,2011.  

Congratulations to 
her proud parents, 

Rick & Catherine 
Underwood and 

grandparents,     
Lois & Bill Keen  

Congratulations to our 2011 graduates:  

Jackie Galbraith,  Anja Rautenbach 

and Nathan Stedman.                    

We are very proud of you.  


